the importance of adenosine phosphates in the aggregation of platelets is discussed and practical tests that will be helpful are described. It is interesting, however, that in their discussion of the purpuras the authors state that differential diagnosis depends more on the clinical findings than on laboratory tests, and they are particularly sceptical of the value of capillary resistance tests including the classical Hess test. It is good to see that in a laboratory manual, which is a fair description of this book, the great importance of a proper clinical history as a guide to the best way of starting investigation is emphasized. A few tests that will give a proper preliminary screening are also set out.
This book can be safely recommended to all pathologists who have to undertake the investigation of bleeding disorders; it seems too detailed for the clinician who meets the occasional case, but he is well catered for by other books. This is a thoughtfully written, copiously illustrated and well produced monograph on what the author refers to as lumbar disc lesions. Although a book of some size, it is an account of personal beliefs and opinions rather than a general review of knowledge of the subject. However, within the limitations thus imposed, it contains much information.
There are several regrettable features. First, the absence of any attempt by the author to analyse his own experience. Even in the matter of results of surgical treatment (which for some reason is not considered appropriate material for discussion) the combined figures of 30 unnamed writers published prior to 1950 are alone considered. Secondly, the bulk of the illustrations (including those of operative findings) are purely diagrammatic and no attempt has been made to illustrate experienceaccurately. Thirdly, references to the literature take the form of an account of remembered personal reading and do not illuminate the development of knowledge concerning lumbar disc protrusions for any with an interest in this aspect of the matter.
Turning to a few more detailed criticisms:
Pain occasioned by stimulation of sensory nerve fibres in the spinal canal is no more referred pain than is pain arising from stimulation of their peripheral endings. Myelography is a most valuable method of investigation in patients with lumbar disc protrusions and while its routine use is not advocated, its value should not be lightly dismissed. It is stated that there is no reason to suppose that any material proportion of patients suffering from disc protrusions recover spontaneously; many interested in the subject consider that the majority do so respond, and this is indeed the basis of conservative therapy. Spinal and, in particular, flexion exercises are dismissed as valueless and harmful; they have been of greatest value to thousands of patients and, after efficient surgery, may be commenced within a week of operative treatment. Operative treatment is recommended for acute symptoms not responding to as short a period as three weeks of conservative treatment; such a view can lead only to large numbers of unnecessary operations.
J E A O'CONNELL
Principles and Practice of Obstetric Aniesthesia by J Selwyn Crawford MB chB FFA RCS DA 2nd ed pp xviii + 355 illustrated 60s Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1965 Enlarged threefold for its second edition, this book retains its original pattern and covers a wide field which includes philosophical and administrative problems, and the differences between American and British practice.
Considerable space is devoted to an excellent review of the physiology of mother, placenta and child, and the section on transplacental drug transmission deserves special commendation.
The quarter of the book directly concerned with methods of anesthesia is more controversial and the author is confessedly dogmatic when describing his preferred general aanesthetic technique; but though not universally acceptable, many of his recommendations are in line with current thinking, which he has played some part in moulding.
A serious criticism of the recommended method of general anisthesia is that the mother may yet be conscious during part of the procedure. The author discusses this possibility, but considers that 'this small risk of inconvenience' is a reasonable price to pay for safety and cannot be regarded as a strong argument against the method. The reviewer finds this conclusion difficult to accept; moreover, in his opinion, awareness during modern obstetric anesthesia is not so rare as the author maintains.
Dr Crawford writes with enthusiasm and therefore inevitably with some repetition, but he has made valiant, and usually successful efforts to distinguish between his own strongly held opinions and those of the many authorities he reviews.
With its several hundred recent references and good index, this well produced book can be recommended, especially to teachers of this important subject. o P DINNICK
